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Opening Hymn — We Gather Together 


We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing, 

| Upon the Girls' Friendly in our native land; 
Since from the beginning He helped us in the winning 
Of every good accomplished, He steadfast will stand. 


| Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

| i Ordaining, maintaining His Kingdom alone; 

E To fight against evil, to strive and grow and triumph, 
) He strengthens and still leads us, He forgets not 

His own. 


We honor and bless Thee, we praise and adore Thee, 

And pray Thou wilt still be our Father divine; 

To help one another through Christ our Lord and 
Brother; 

f One kindred in Thy service, make us live, make us 

| 7 Thine e 


E Apostle's Creed and Prayers 


4 i Scripture Lesson I Thessalonians 5:11-25 
} Read by Diana Barth 


if Hymn — O Master Let bie Walk With Thee 


{ O Master, let me walk with thee 

gi In lowly paths of service free; 

| l Tell me thy secret; help me bear 

N The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


| Help me the slow of heart to move 

E By some clear, winning word of love; 
B Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

aa And guide trem in the homeward way. 


Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 

In closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
In trust that triumphs over wrong. 


In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future's broadening way, 
In peace that only Thou canst give, 
With Thee, O Master, let me live. 


Address by our Rector The Rev. Noble M. Smith 
Closing Prayers 
The Girls' Friendly Society Prayer 


O Lord, our Heavenly Father, we beseech Thee to 
bless us and all who belong to The Girls' Friendly 
Society. Strengthen and protect us by Thy fatherly 
love and vouchsafe to us the guidance of Thy Holy 
Spirit. Help us all to bear one another's burdens 
and to live, not for ourselves, but for others, as 
members of one family in Christ. Cleanse us from 
our gins, make us holy by the indwelling of Thy Holy 
Spirit, and bring us all at last to the joy of Thy 
Heavenly Kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Closing Hymn — O Thou Who Blessest Friendship 


O Thou Who blessest friendship, 
Both human and divine, 

Send down on us a blessing 
From that great Heart of Thine; 
We raise our prayer together 
For grace, dear Lord, to see 
That loyal faithful union, 
Brings comrades nearer Thee. 


O give us strength and patience, 
By word and deed and prayer 

To guard from breath of slander 
Each friend who needs Thy care; 

To turn from thought of evil 
Whate'er we say or do; 

To stand by one another 
In friendship brave and true. 


O Thou Who blessest service, 
And with Thy human hands 
Didst toil, thereby fulfilling 
Thy Father's own command. 
Go with us every morning 

And leave us not, we pray, 
That work begun and ended 

In Thee may crown each day. 


Purity, love and labor, 

Our threefold pledge, we hold 
More precious far than rubies, 

More rare than brightest gold. 
O keep us, Father, keep us, 

Thy children, close to Thee 
In Thy great love abiding 

To all eternity. 


Organist for the Service Jan Smith 
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Luncheon 
Chicken a la King en Pate 
Potato Croquette Fresh String Beans 
Buttered Rolls Queen Olives 
Assorted Ice Cream and Ices 
Fancy Cakes Coffee 


Candies Salted Nuts 


Program in Auditorium Following Lunch 


Group Singing 
G. F. S. Favorites Through the Years 
Book Review Mrs. Mildred Cooper 


"Here Comes the Brides" by Geraldine Napier 


History of -rinivy Church, Oxford 
Girls‘ Friendly Society 


| The Girls' Friendly Branch of Trinity Church, Ox- 
ford was organized in October, 1916. The first regular 
\ meeting was held in the Buchanan Building on December 9. 
\ There is evidence of an earlier starting of the 
Ñ Branch, but our consecutive meetings start with the 1916 
` date. Mrs. Charles Harris and Ms. Charles Fisher were 
' active in the earlier group. 

The record does not show exactly who was in charge 
of that first meeting in 1916, but we do know that Mrs. 
Waldemar Jansen, Mrs. Charles Allen, Sr., Miss Emma 
Williams, Mrs. Robbins and Mrs, Windley were instru- 
mental in the organization of the branch. The Rev, 
Waldemar Jansen was the Rector, having come to Trinity 
Oxford in December, 1915. 

There were nine probationers and these girls were 
admitted as members in May 1917: Beatrice Boswell, 

Edna Huss, Jane Stokes, Clara Mann, Ella Lamon, Eliza- 
beth Ischi, Jane Easterbrook, Alice Miller and Eliza- 
beth Fisher. 

During that first year, which was the year the 
United States entered the First World War, the GFS 
raised $100.00 for a motor for the organ, which had 
previously been manually operated. The character of 
the parish at that time was a strictly rural one, and 
our Branch has had a hand in changing it to an up-to- 
date city parish. 

Everything that was held in the Buchanan Building 
had to have very primitive accessories—for instance 
hot water had to be brought from the sexton's house 
and cold water had to be pumped up from an outside pump. 
Nevertheless, in 1917, the GFS had a Strawberry Festi- 
val that netted $53.00. 

Fund raising activities for the GFS then were very 
much the same as they are today. The first Rummage Sale 
was held in 1920 and the profit was 47.00 whereas last 
Fall's Rummage Sale cleared $250.00. Sprinkled through 
the minutes of the years are an almost uncountable 
number of cake sales. 


The expenditures for charitable purposes then and 
now were similar: Red Cross, Traveler's Aid, Lenten 
Sewing, Christmas Stockings, Episcopal Hospital Fair 
Relief Work for the War, and after World War I and he 
the present time, Bontoc School in the Phillipines. 

In the early years, all of the meetings were held 
in the homes of the members. Every year there were new 
girls coming into GFS—-six or seven new girls in some 
years. In 1922, Mrs. Lindop was the President and Asso- 
ciate, Edna Huss was Secretary, and Jane Easterbrook, 
Treasurer. There were usually 5 or 6 Associates, and 

at least 2 Honorary Associates. 

At this time, the parish decided to build a Communit 
House for the church work and also community work, as thi 
section of the city had no recreation centers. As a mat- 
ter of fact the thought that centers were needed had nev- 
er been given much thoughtby the city fathers. 

On Easter, 1920, the GFS made an offering of $50.00 
for the Building Fund. When the Building & Loan shares 
were started, the GFS participated also. 

In December 1925, Mrs. Lindop moved to Florida and 
Mrs. Bernard Wise was appointed president by Mr. Jansen. 

The Community House was dedicated in 1928 and hence- 
forth the GFS meetings were held there. A room was 
assigned to the GFS, The room to the left of the front 
entrance under the balcony. Unpainted furniture in 
colonial style was purchased, and also a rug. 

In the spring of 1929 a play "The Littlest Brides- 
maid" was given. Lillian Sassman was the bride and 
Alice Kirbyson was the littlest bridesmaid. It was a 
big success, to the tune of $120.00 That year also the 
church held its first Community Fair at which the GFS 
played a large part. In May 1930 the Diocesan GFS held 
their large Diocesan party in our new building. 

Depression days struck and the money balance in the 
bank was frozen. Money that was raised that year went 
to buy coal for the church. 

In 1930 a Diocesan Basketball League was organized. 
That first year our team won all the games they played, 
and thus received a loving cup (which we hope to have on 
display for this celebration). This basketball team was 
a big part of Girls' Friendly for many years. In 1931 


it was decided to obtain a teacher for the Basketball 
Team and also for a gym class. In January 1932, Lillian 
Sassman and Elsie Huss formed a basketball team for the 
younger girls. 

In October 1932, the GFS sponsored the first Oyster 
Supper ever held at Trinity. In 1933 the Branch gave a 
Birthday Supper with 47 members present and 6 guests. 
In 1934 brs. Edna Higginson became the Branch Advisor. 

In 1936 the GFS gave a pair of silver collection 
plates to the church and in 1938 we gave 100.00 toward 
the carpet fund in the church. In 1945 we purchased a 
new Prayer Book for the altar. 

In February 1937 we held an Admission Service and 
a Corporate Communion. Eight girls were admitted and 
40 took communion. This was really wonderful because 
we had only 50 members on roll at that time. 

The first Mother and Daughter Banquet was held in 
May 1937. There were 96 persons present. Also in 
1937 a branch of Candidates (now called Juniors) was 
started here at Trinity Oxford by Ethel Gallagher and 
Peggy Huttlin. Thirteen girls attended. Miss Dorothy 
Heginbothom became Candidate Advisor. 

It was about this time that our members started 
to take advantage of vacations at the Cape May Holiday 
House and all those who ever were there know how much 
it was enjoyed. The Holiday House holds many fond 
memories for many of us. 

April 1939 shows the record of the first Candle 
Light Admission Service. 

There are many activities that have continued 
through the years. All sorts of parties, Valentine, 
St. Patrick, Halloween, Christmas, etc., bridal show- 
ers for the girls about to be married, playing hostess 
to the Germantown Convocation and the Diocesan GFS, 
progressive dinners, barn dances, sewing classes, 
charm courses, and many other things. For many years 
we held a Directorship in the Needlework Guild. 

The year of largest membership was 1941-42 when 
we had 82 people on roll. 

In 1944 the GFS took a Christmas party to the 
Baptist Home and they have continued to go some time 
during the year ever since then. 


In 1945 (Mrs. Edward Sheer was then the Junior 
Advisor) we started a fund to furnish a room at the 
Holiday House. For years this room was the "show 
place" of the "C" floor at the Holiday House. Also 
in 1945 we sponsored a Shrove Tuesday Party for the 
parish and 100 people were present despite bad 
weather. 

In 1947 another Basketball Team was started with 
Thelma Middleton as coach. They played against the 
Recreation Centers. 

In 1953 Miss Dorothy Heginbothom became the 
Branch Advisor and in 1957 Mrs. Charles Miller became 
the Branch Advisor for Juniors and Dot Heginbothom 
for Senior embers. 

In recent years we have taken over the organiza- 
tion of the Harvest Home Service and seen to it that 
the food was delivered to the House of Rest. 

Trinity Oxford has always supported the affairs 
of the Convocation and the Diocese. In past years 
we have had several of our members attend the G, F. S. 
National Assemblies. Some of those to attend were: 
Adele Jewitt, Dorothy Heginbothom, Edith Miller, 
Frances Miller, and just this past June, Janet 
Smith . 


Our branch has always tried to help wherever 
needed here at Trinity Oxford. We sincerely hope 
that our Girls! Friendly Society will continue to 
grow and be a living, vital organization in our 
church and community and in the lives of the girls 
and women who are members. 


G., F. 8. Motto 


Bear ye one another's burdens. 


| Fiftieth Anniversary Committee 


l Mildred Adair 

Carol Clark 

| Dorothy Heginbothom 

! Edna Higginson 
Lillian MacGarrigle 
Ruth Miller 
Charlotte Morton 
Dorothy Smith 


b i Anna Wise 


